
 
 

PRESS RELEASE  
 

 
China and Brazil, main players in the agricultural sector, can 

lead harmonised criteria for green agriculture 
Both countries are in the world's top 5 producers and exporters of Agri products and 

have a collaborative relationship for trade, policies and finance markets 

 
BRASÍLIA/BEIJING, 19/01/2024, 9AM BRT- Climate Bonds Initiative has released a new 
report "Comparison Study of Chinese and Brazilian Agriculture Criteria: Harmonising 
Green Standards in the Agricultural Sector", which delves into the green agriculture 
policies, sustainable agriculture investments, low-carbon agricultural activities between 
two agricultural powerhouses - China and Brazil. Agriculture represents 25% of Brazil's 
Gross Domestic Product (GDP) and 16%  China is the largest consumer of agricultural 
products and simultaneously the world's largest producer of grains and fruits. 
Meanwhile, Brazil ranks among the top producers, leading in the export value of such 
products, with China as its primary market.  
 
The study aims to provide the groundwork for both nations to create a shared framework 
for green agriculture in the future, and foster consensus on investment and collaboration 
in green agriculture between China and Brazil. This report seeks to bolster connectivity 
across international taxonomies for green agriculture and direct more international 
capital into sustainable agricultural sectors. 
 
The partnership between the two countries in the agricultural sector is strengthening 
due to the China-Brazil agricultural trade partnership, which will last for 30 years. The 
trade enables the use of local currencies in bilateral trade and financing activities, such 
as investing in low-carbon and clean technologies. 
 
The report, available for a deep dive in English, Portuguese and Chinese, reveals three 
key focal points that lay the foundation for a sustainable future in agriculture. 
 
1. Transitioning to low-carbon agriculture: China emphasizes the adoption of low-
carbon agricultural technologies, such as reducing and enhancing the efficiency of 
fertiliser use, methane reduction, managing livestock manure, optimising the utilisation 
of straw and improving the energy efficiency of machinery. On the other hand, Brazil 
places a premium on land rehabilitation, intensive livestock management, the 
establishment of a crop-livestock-forest farming system and tropical cultivation 
techniques to combat climate change.  
 
2. China and Brazil are harmonising green agriculture criteria: Recognizing common 

challenges of land degradation, pollution, and climate change, China and Brazil share 

policy priorities. Both nations are committed to enhancing the efficiency of resource use, 

agricultural productivity, climate change adaptation, and modernizing agriculture. 

Establishing green agriculture criteria for Brazil would facilitate the interoperability 
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between the two countries. Both focus on decarbonising soil use, harnessing the 

potential for forest carbon sinks, agricultural carbon sequestration, traceability within 

the value chain and biodiversity conservation. Also, climate-adaptive and climate-

friendly infrastructure development must be incorporated into the criteria as a critical 

foundation for efficient and high-quality agricultural production.  

 

3. Seven actionable recommendations: Offering a roadmap for the collaborative pursuit 

of a green transition and sustainable development, the report concludes with seven 

actionable recommendations: 

 

- Establishing Green Agriculture Criteria: Climate Bonds urges the central banks of China 

and Brazil to collaboratively create a clear framework for green agriculture practices, 

investment, and financing activities. 

 
- Prioritizing Key Areas of Development: The report recommends identifying areas of 
symbiosis in the agricultural sector and intensifying focus on innovation and research & 
development (R&D) in relevant agricultural science and technology. 
 
- Bilateral Trade Agreements: A call for establishing agreements to support investment 
and financing for sustainable agriculture, outlining shared objectives and principles. 
 
- Directing Capital Flows: Proposals for incentives such as a China-Brazil special fund for 
green agriculture and prioritizing green lending by financial institutions. 
 
- Reducing Transaction Costs: Innovative approaches, including public-sector funds and 
green financial products, to create a conducive financial environment for investments in 
green agriculture. 
 
- Partnership Platforms with Financial Institutions: Encouraging collaboration in 
matching projects, identifying climate-related risks, and exploring investment 
opportunities in low-carbon agriculture. 
 
- Enhancing Dialogue: A plea for long-term and stable communication channels between 
China and Brazil, fostering offline interaction opportunities and exchange programs to 
share best practices and knowledge. 
 

A Word from the Experts: 
 
Sheila Alves, LAC Agriculture Programme Manager, Climate Bonds Initiative 
"Brazil's commitment to sustainable agriculture is evident in the many initiatives aimed 
at increasing the efficiency of the agri-productive sectors. By prioritising efficiency and 
innovation, Brazil is shaping a future where agricultural practices harmonise with nature. 
Together with China, we are forging a path towards a greener and more sustainable 
agricultural landscape." 
 



 
 

Shaoxin Li, China Agri Transition Lead, Climate Bonds Initiative 
"China is at the forefront of climate finance and has leveraged it to support agriculture 
in addressing climate change and fostering biodiversity. Sharing a common goal of 
building a resilient and sustainable agricultural pathway, China and Brazil are poised to 
achieve significant milestones through joint efforts." 
 
 
This report marks a pivotal moment in the global pursuit of sustainable agriculture, 
inviting media attention to the collaborative efforts between China and Brazil.  
 
 

Download the report now!  
 
 

<ENDS> 
 
 
For more information, please contact:  
 
Leticia Braga  
Communications Officer for Latin America & the Caribbean  
+55 61 99248-7070  
leticia.braga@climatebonds.net 
 
Sarah Liang 
Senior Strategic Communications Specialist for China  
+86 139 113 66639 
sarah.liang@climatebonds.net 
 
 
Notes for journalists:  
 
About the Climate Bonds Initiative: Climate Bonds is an international organisation 
working to mobilise global capital for climate action. Climate Bonds promotes 
investment in projects and assets needed to rapidly transition to a low-carbon and 
climate-resilience economy. Visit www.climatebonds.net 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Disclaimer: The information contained in this communication does not constitute investment 

advice in any form and the Climate Bonds Initiative is not an investment adviser. Any reference to 

a financial organisation or debt instrument or investment product is for information purposes only. 

Links to external websites are for information purposes only. The Climate Bonds Initiative accepts 

no responsibility for content on external websites. 

The Climate Bonds Initiative is not endorsing, recommending or advising on the financial merits or 

otherwise of any debt instrument or investment product and no information within this 
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communication should be taken as such, nor should any information in this communication be 

relied upon in making any investment decision. 

Certification under the Climate Bond Standard only reflects the climate attributes of the use of 
proceeds of a designated debt instrument. It does not reflect the credit worthiness of the 

designated debt instrument, nor its compliance with national or international laws. 

The decision to invest in anything is solely yours. The Climate Bonds Initiative accepts no liability 

of any kind, for any investment an individual or organisation makes, nor for any investment made 

by third parties on behalf of an individual or organisation, based in whole or in part on any 
information contained within this, or any other Climate Bonds Initiative public communication.  

 


